
Selected Verses Concerning Our Rebellion Against God, Despising Him and His Word (ESV unless noted) 
 

Numbers 14:9-11 Only do not rebel against the LORD. And do not fear the people of 
the land, for they are bread for us. Their protection is removed from them, and the 
LORD is with us; do not fear them." Then all the congregation said to stone them with 
stones. But the glory of the LORD appeared at the tent of meeting to all the people of 
Israel. And the LORD said to Moses, "How long will this people despise me? And how 
long will they not believe in me, in spite of all the signs that I have done among them? . 
. . (v21-23) But truly, as I live, and as all the earth shall be filled with the glory of the 
LORD,  

22
 none of the men who have seen my glory and my signs that I did in Egypt 

and in the wilderness, and yet have put me to the test these ten times and have not 
obeyed my voice, shall see the land that I swore to give to their fathers. And none of 
those who despised me shall see it. 

Numbers 20:24 "Let Aaron be gathered to his people, for he shall not enter the land 
that I have given to the people of Israel, because you rebelled against my command at 
the waters of Meribah. (See also 27:14: Moses and Aaron failed “to uphold me as holy 
at the waters before their eyes.")  

Deuteronomy 9:7 Remember and do not forget how you provoked the LORD your God 
to wrath in the wilderness. From the day you came out of the land of Egypt until you 
came to this place, you have been rebellious against the LORD. . . . (v23-24) And when 
the LORD sent you from Kadesh-barnea, saying, 'Go up and take possession of the 
land that I have given you,' then you rebelled against the commandment of the LORD 
your God and did not believe him or obey his voice. You have been rebellious against 
the LORD from the day that I knew you. 

Deuteronomy 13:5 But that prophet or that dreamer of dreams shall be put to death, 
because he has taught rebellion against the LORD your God, who brought you out of 
the land of Egypt and redeemed you out of the house of slavery, to make you leave the 
way in which the LORD your God commanded you to walk. So you shall purge the evil 
from your midst. 

Deuteronomy 31:20 For when I have brought them into the land flowing with milk and 
honey, which I swore to give to their fathers, and they have eaten and are full and 
grown fat, they will turn to other gods and serve them, and despise me and break my 
covenant. . . . (v27) For I know how rebellious and stubborn you are. Behold, even 
today while I am yet alive with you, you have been rebellious against the LORD. How 
much more after my death! 

1 Samuel 2:30 Therefore the LORD, the God of Israel, declares: 'I promised that your 
house and the house of your father should go in and out before me forever,' but now the 
LORD declares: 'Far be it from me, for those who honor me I will honor, and those who 
despise me shall be lightly esteemed. 

1 Samuel 12:14-15 If you will fear the LORD and serve him and obey his voice and not 
rebel against the commandment of the LORD, and if both you and the king who reigns 
over you will follow the LORD your God, it will be well. But if you will not obey the voice 
of the LORD, but rebel against the commandment of the LORD, then the hand of the 
LORD will be against you and your king. 

2 Samuel 12:9-10 Why have you despised the word of the LORD, to do what is evil in 
his sight? You have struck down Uriah the Hittite with the sword and have taken his 
wife to be your wife and have killed him with the sword of the Ammonites. Now 
therefore the sword shall never depart from your house, because you have despised 

me and have taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your wife.' 

2 Kings 17:15 They despised his statutes and his covenant that he made with their 
fathers and the warnings that he gave them. They went after false idols and became 
false, and they followed the nations that were around them, concerning whom the 
LORD had commanded them that they should not do like them. 

2 Chronicles 36:16 But they kept mocking the messengers of God, despising his 
words and scoffing at his prophets, until the wrath of the LORD rose against his people, 
until there was no remedy. 

Nehemiah 9:26 ¶ "Nevertheless, they were disobedient and rebelled against you and 
cast your law behind their back and killed your prophets, who had warned them in order 
to turn them back to you, and they committed great blasphemies. 

Psalm 5:10 Make them bear their guilt, O God; let them fall by their own counsels; 
because of the abundance of their transgressions cast them out, for they have rebelled 
against you. 

Psalm 68:6 God settles the solitary in a home; he leads out the prisoners to prosperity, 
but the rebellious dwell in a parched land. . . . (v18) You ascended on high, leading a 
host of captives in your train and receiving gifts among men, even among the 
rebellious, that the LORD God may dwell there. 

Psalm 78:8 and that they should not be like their fathers, a stubborn and rebellious 
generation, a generation whose heart was not steadfast, whose spirit was not faithful to 
God. . . . (v17) Yet they sinned still more against him, rebelling against the Most High in 
the desert. . . . (v40) How often they rebelled against him in the wilderness and grieved 
him in the desert! . . . (v56) Yet they tested and rebelled against the Most High God and 
did not keep his testimonies, 

Psalm 106:7 Our fathers, when they were in Egypt, did not consider your wondrous 
works; they did not remember the abundance of your steadfast love, but rebelled by the 
sea, at the Red Sea. . . . (v43) Many times he delivered them, but they were rebellious 
in their purposes and were brought low through their iniquity. 

Psalm 107:11 for they had rebelled against the words of God, and spurned the counsel 
of the Most High. 

Proverbs 1:7 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge; fools despise 
wisdom and instruction. 

Proverbs 13:13 Whoever despises the word brings destruction on himself, but he who 
reveres the commandment will be rewarded. 

Proverbs 14:2 Whoever walks in uprightness fears the LORD, but he who is devious in 
his ways despises him. 

Isaiah 1:2-5 Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth; for the LORD has spoken: 
"Children have I reared and brought up, but they have rebelled against me. The ox 
knows its owner, and the donkey its master's crib, but Israel does not know, my people 
do not understand." Ah, sinful nation, a people laden with iniquity, offspring of evildoers, 
children who deal corruptly! They have forsaken the LORD, they have despised the 
Holy One of Israel, they are utterly estranged. Why will you still be struck down? Why 
will you continue to rebel? The whole head is sick, and the whole heart faint. 



Isaiah 1:28 But rebels and sinners shall be broken together, and those who forsake the 
LORD shall be consumed. 

Isaiah 30:9 For they are a rebellious people, lying children, children unwilling to hear 
the instruction of the LORD; . . . (v12-13) Therefore thus says the Holy One of Israel, 
"Because you despise this word and trust in oppression and perverseness and rely on 
them, therefore this iniquity shall be to you like a breach in a high wall, bulging out, and 
about to collapse, whose breaking comes suddenly, in an instant; 

Isaiah 63:10 But they rebelled and grieved his Holy Spirit; therefore he turned to be 
their enemy, and himself fought against them. 

Isaiah 65:2 I spread out my hands all the day to a rebellious people, who walk in a way 
that is not good, following their own devices; 

Isaiah 66:24 ¶ "And they shall go out and look on the dead bodies of the men who have 
rebelled against me. For their worm shall not die, their fire shall not be quenched, and 
they shall be an abhorrence to all flesh." 

Jeremiah 3:13 Only acknowledge your guilt, that you rebelled against the LORD your 
God and scattered your favors among foreigners under every green tree, and that you 
have not obeyed my voice, declares the LORD. 

Jeremiah 5:23 But this people has a stubborn and rebellious heart; they have turned 
aside and gone away. 

Jeremiah 6:28 They are all stubbornly rebellious, going about with slanders; they are 
bronze and iron; all of them act corruptly. 

Jeremiah 23:17 They say continually to those who despise the word of the LORD, 'It 
shall be well with you'; and to everyone who stubbornly follows his own heart, they say, 
'No disaster shall come upon you.'" 

Jeremiah 29:32 therefore thus says the LORD: Behold, I will punish Shemaiah of 
Nehelam and his descendants. He shall not have anyone living among this people, and 
he shall not see the good that I will do to my people, declares the LORD, for he has 
spoken rebellion against the LORD.'" 

Lamentations 1:18 "The LORD is in the right, for I have rebelled against his word; but 
hear, all you peoples, and see my suffering; my young women and my young men have 
gone into captivity. . . . (v20) "Look, O LORD, for I am in distress; my stomach churns; 
my heart is wrung within me, because I have been very rebellious. In the street the 
sword bereaves; in the house it is like death. 

Lamentations 3:42 "We have transgressed and rebelled, and you have not forgiven. 

Ezekiel 2:3-8 And he said to me, "Son of man, I send you to the people of Israel, to 
nations of rebels, who have rebelled against me. They and their fathers have 
transgressed against me to this very day. The descendants also are impudent and 
stubborn: I send you to them, and you shall say to them, 'Thus says the Lord GOD.' 
And whether they hear or refuse to hear (for they are a rebellious house) they will know 
that a prophet has been among them. And you, son of man, be not afraid of them, nor 
be afraid of their words, though briers and thorns are with you and you sit on scorpions. 
Be not afraid of their words, nor be dismayed at their looks, for they are a rebellious 
house. And you shall speak my words to them, whether they hear or refuse to hear, for 
they are a rebellious house. "But you, son of man, hear what I say to you. Be not 
rebellious like that rebellious house; open your mouth and eat what I give you." 

Ezekiel 16:59 ¶ "For thus says the Lord GOD: I will deal with you as you have done,  

Ezekiel 17:19 Therefore thus says the Lord GOD: As I live, surely it is my oath that he 
despised, and my covenant that he broke. I will return it upon his head. 

Ezekiel 20:21 ¶ But the children rebelled against me. They did not walk in my statutes 
and were not careful to obey my rules, by which, if a person does them, he shall live; 
they profaned my Sabbaths. "Then I said I would pour out my wrath upon them and 
spend my anger against them in the wilderness. . . . (v38) I will purge out the rebels 
from among you, and those who transgress against me. I will bring them out of the land 
where they sojourn, but they shall not enter the land of Israel. Then you will know that I 
am the LORD. 

Hosea 7:13-14 Woe to them, for they have strayed from me! Destruction to them, for 
they have rebelled against me! I would redeem them, but they speak lies against me. 
They do not cry to me from the heart, but they wail upon their beds; for grain and wine 
they gash themselves; they rebel against me. 

Malachi 1:6-7 "A son honors his father, and a servant his master. If then I am a father, 
where is my honor? And if I am a master, where is my fear? says the LORD of hosts to 
you, O priests, who despise my name. But you say, 'How have we despised your 
name?' By offering polluted food upon my altar. But you say, 'How have we polluted 
you?' By saying that the LORD's table may be despised. 

Matthew 6:24 ¶ "No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love 
the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God 
and money. 

Hebrews 3:15-16 As it is said, "Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts 
as in the rebellion." For who were those who heard and yet rebelled? Was it not all 
those who left Egypt led by Moses? 

Hope for Rebels: 

Daniel 9:5 we have sinned and done wrong and acted wickedly and rebelled, turning 
aside from your commandments and rules. . . . (v9) To the Lord our God belong mercy 
and forgiveness, for we have rebelled against him 

Jeremiah 33:8 I will cleanse them from all the guilt of their sin against me, and I will 
forgive all the guilt of their sin and rebellion against me. 

Zephaniah 3:11 "On that day you shall not be put to shame because of the deeds by 
which you have rebelled against me; for then I will remove from your midst your proudly 
exultant ones, and you shall no longer be haughty in my holy mountain. 

1 Timothy 1:8-16   
8
 ¶ We know that the law is good if one uses it properly.  

9
 We also 

know that law is made not for the righteous but for lawbreakers and rebels, the ungodly 
and sinful, the unholy and irreligious; for those who kill their fathers or mothers, for 
murderers,  

10
 for adulterers and perverts, for slave traders and liars and perjurers-- and 

for whatever else is contrary to the sound doctrine  
11

 that conforms to the glorious 
gospel of the blessed God, which he entrusted to me.  

12
 ¶ I thank Christ Jesus our 

Lord, who has given me strength, that he considered me faithful, appointing me to his 
service.  

13
 Even though I was once a blasphemer and a persecutor and a violent man, I 

was shown mercy because I acted in ignorance and unbelief.  
14

 The grace of our Lord 
was poured out on me abundantly, along with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus.  
15

 Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into 
the world to save sinners-- of whom I am the worst.  

16
 But for that very reason I was 

shown mercy so that in me, the worst of sinners, Christ Jesus might display his 
unlimited patience as an example for those who would believe on him and receive 
eternal life. (NIV) 


